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March 2022 marks eleven years since uprisings in Syria were violently suppressed leading to a
protracted conflict which has led to widespread destruction, including of healthcare infrastructure
as well as massive forced displacement. The suffering of those affected continues with millions
who are internally displaced or who are refugees unable to return home safely. The relentless
attacks by the Syrian regime and its allies, particularly Russia, including on healthcare have forced
half the pre-conflict population from their homes of whom 6.7 million are refugees; most refugees
reside in countries neighbouring Syria including Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan. Sadly, we see the
same tactics by the Russian military which were honed in Syria enacted in Ukraine where civilian
structures and health facilities have been directly targeted; this has already forced millions from
their homes.

Restrictions on the rights of refugees to work, particularly for healthcare workers in Lebanon and
Jordan have forced many Syrian healthcare workers to move further afield including to Europe.
This has created a community of Syrian healthcare workers who are verifying their documents
and retraining to work in the health systems of these countries. This will benefit both these
countries and hopefully Syria’s future health system as many retain close links with colleagues
and family in Syria and the region. As SBMS, we have and continue to support medical
humanitarian care for Syrians through our partner humanitarian organisations including UOSSM
and Syria Relief. This includes fundraising, regular medical missions and supporting the training
of healthcare workers in a range of specialities including psychological care, maternal healthcare,
orthopaedics and general surgery in Turkey and Lebanon. Given the increasing numbers of
Syrian doctors and other healthcare workers in the UK, SBMS has invested in a program of
support and seminars for Syrian doctors and dentists in the UK with a view to expanding to include
pharmacists. We have also supported national programs including that of Medical Support
Workers which allows Syrian doctors who are requalifying to work in the NHS. We will continue
to build on these initiatives to strengthen the skills and support for Syrian healthcare workers in
the UK, increasing their contribution to the UK health service.

As the world's attention turns to other conflicts and humanitarian crises, SBMS continues its
resolve to support Syrian healthcare workers and civilians through our education, advocacy and
fundraising efforts.
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https://phr.org/issues/health-under-attack/attacks-in-syria/
https://phr.org/issues/health-under-attack/attacks-in-syria/
https://phr.org/news/russias-bombing-of-ukrainian-hospitals-directly-violates-geneva-conventions-phr/
https://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/syrian-refugee-health-workers-can-help-europe-cope-with-covid-19
https://www.uossm.org/
https://syriarelief.org.uk/
https://www.sb-ms.org/seminarseries/
https://refuaid.org/covid19
https://refuaid.org/covid19
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Medical Support Workers
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