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Statement on the trial in Germany of the Syrian doctor who is accused of crimes against
humanity

The Syrian British Medical Society (SBMS) welcomes the start of the trial of a Syrian doctor who is now
in Frankfurt, Germany who has been accused of torturing and killing detainees who were admitted to
military hospitals in Homs and Damascus in Syria between 2011 and 2012'. We note he arrived in
Germany in 2015 where he was able to start working as a doctor until he was arrested. The doctor, known
as Alaa M has been accused of eighteen counts of torture and one of murder for allegedly giving a lethal
injection to a detainee in a military hospital.

We condemn in the strongest possible words the actions of this doctor and other healthcare professionals
who have been involved in the systematic torture and killing of civilians in Syria. This has been part of a
systematic weaponization of healthcare which has been a dominant strategy of the Syrian regime since
the onset of peaceful uprisings in March 2011 and subsequent escalation to violence?®. Since the early
months of the uprising, Syrian doctors, who were involved in providing healthcare to injured protesters,
were being threatened by the security agencies. These doctors were criminalized and imprisoned, and
even some of them were tortured to death in prisons. Physicians for Human Rights document the killing of
more than 930 medical personnel in Syria between March 2011 and June 2021. On the contrary, doctors
who mistreated patients opposed to the regime were praised by the Syrian authorities. This may have
encouraged some doctors to demonstrate their loyalty to the regime through taking part in this systematic
torture and killing of civilians.

The participation of doctors and other health professionals in the torture and murder of civilians is a gross
violation of Medical Ethics and International Humanitarian Law (IHL). This is in addition to the long list of
gross violations of IHL in Syria including the unprecedented attacks on health facilities. Physicians for
Human Rights documented at least 600 attacks on 350 health facilities in Syria, most of which are
perpetrated by the Syrian regime and its allies®.

As SBMS, we hope that this doctor and others culpable of gross human rights violations as he is
accused of will be held accountable for their actions as others have, historically been. END

! https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/19/germany-begins-trial-of-syrian-doctor-for-crimes-against-humanity
2 https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/P11S0140-6736(17)30741-9/fulltext
% https://phr.org/countries/syria/
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