
 

SYRIAN BRITISH MEDICAL SOCIETY 

 

 الجمعية الطبية السورية البريطانية

 

      Founded 2007  

 
Press Release 

15th May 2015 
 

Dr Ismail Haj-Ahmad 
1985 - 2015 

 
 

It was with great sadness that we received the tragic news of the death of Dr Ismail Haj                  
Ahmad who was killed on 12th May 2015 in the barrel bomb attack that targeted a bus                 
terminal in Aleppo. 

 
Dr Ismail Haj-Ahmad qualified from Aleppo University School of Medicine in 2010.            
Shortly afterwards, he started his Residency Training in Gastroenterology at Aleppo           
University Hospital and Al-Kindi Hospital. He was widely liked and respected, and very             
highly regarded as a hardworking and competent clinician. 
 
In 2014, he was detained by the Security Forces for one month for no obvious reason,                
other than being suspected of providing urgently needed medical care for the injured.             
Subsequently, in December, 2014, he decided to leave his training post, and joined the              
Medical Staff at Bab Al-Hawa Hospital. In the short period that he spent there, Dr               
Haj-Ahmad managed to gain the friendship and admiration of all who worked with him,              
with his kindness and empathy, as well as his knowledge and clinical skills. 
 
The tragic death of Dr Ismail Haj-Ahmad highlights the extremely dangerous conditions            
that medical staff in Syria have to work under, and underlines the significant risk they               
take on a daily basis. In addition to the many who have been killed in indiscriminate                
bombardment, a substantial number of Syrian doctors, dentists, pharmacists, and other           
healthcare professionals have been subjected to harassment, intimidation, detention,         
torture, and even murder, in complete contravention of international accords and           
conventions, for no crime other than providing medical care to the injured. 
 
The Syrian British Medical Society would like to offer our sincere and heartfelt             
condolences to Dr Ismail Haj-Ahmad’s family. His sacrifice, and the magnificent work            
that he had done to help the people of Syria will never be forgotten. 
 
 
 



We take this opportunity to respectfully urge Her Majesty’s government, the           
international community, and the international medical relief organizations, to condemn          
in the strongest possible terms the ongoing harassment, intimidation, detention, torture,           
and murder of medical teams working on the ground to help the injured. 

 
 

The Syrian British Medical Society 
15th March 2015 
 
 

 
Editors’ Notes: 

The Syrian British Medical Society was established in 2007, as a forum for healthcare professionals of Syrian                 

descent working in the UK. It is a non-profit, non-political organization that aims at promoting the highest                 

professional and ethical standards amongst British-Syrian Healthcare Professionals, and the creation and            

promotion of academic and professional links with the Healthcare Profession in Syria and related organizations               

worldwide. 

 


