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VERY URGENT 

 
Suspected Use of Chlorine Gas in Idleb Countryside 

 
Numerous very disturbing reports have been coming in, confirming the use of chlorine             
gas by the Syrian Regime forces, in attacks on the town of Sarmin in the Governorate of                 
Idleb. 
 
According to reports by the London-based human rights organisation Amnesty          
International, the chlorine gas attack has led to the death of many civilians. "These              
horrific attacks that resulted in civilians, including small children, suffering excruciating           
deaths, are yet more evidence that the Syrian government forces are committing war             
crimes with impunity," said Philip Luther, Middle East and North Africa Programme            
Director at Amnesty International. 

 
On behalf of the people of Syria, we, once again, plead with all international bodies and                
organisations to use all means at their disposal to exert pressure on the Syrian              
authorities to refrain from using chemical warfare. We urge all, most emphatically, to do              
everything possible to convince other Western Government, as well as the Russian and             
Chinese Governments, to exert similar pressures to avert a humanitarian disaster of            
catastrophic proportions. 

 
For two years, the SBMS, along with other Syrian medical aid organisations worldwide,             
has been warning that widespread use of chemical weapons by the Syrian Regime is a               
serious and credible risk. Sadly, our predictions have been realised with the large-scale             
use of chemical weapons against Eastern Ghouta in August 2013, and once again             
yesterday in Sarmin, as well as on a number of highly suspected occasions in various               
areas of the Country.  Incredibly, the World still watches in silence. 

 
In co-operation with the Union of Syrian Medical Relief Organisations (Union des            
Organisations Syriennes de Secours Médicaux , UOSSM), of which the SBMS is an active              
component, we have been working to secure supplies of antidotes for the various             
potential chemicals, and working to source Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) for our            
Staff, and for the population at large, (although we recognise that the latter task is               



manifestly unachievable). We have also distributed information leaflets and posters, to           
educate the public on how to minimise the danger of exposure, in the event of such                
weapons being deployed. 

 
These tasks are way beyond the capabilities of Non-Governmental Relief Organisations           
such as ours. We, once again, urge all parties to help in any way possible. We would be                  
grateful for any help in securing antidotes in adequate quantities, PPE for relief workers              
as a bare minimum, and decontamination facilities. 

 
Most importantly, we plead with all parties to do all that can be done to stop this ongoing                  
catastrophe. 
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Editors’ Notes: 

The Syrian British Medical Society was established in 2007, as a forum for healthcare professionals of Syrian                 

descent working in the UK. It is a non-profit, non-political organization that aims at promoting the highest                 

professional and ethical standards amongst British-Syrian Healthcare Professionals, and the creation and            

promotion of academic and professional links with the Healthcare Profession in Syria and related organizations               

worldwide. 

 
 


