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For over two years, the Syrian Regime has laid siege to the City of Douma, which is the                  
Administrative Centre for the Governorate of Rif Dimashq. The City has been completely             
deprived of food and medical supplies in an attempt to bring it to its knees. This barbaric                 
and sustained action against the civilian population, which contravenes all relevant           
international laws and conventions, has led to starvation, illness, and immense suffering            
amongst the people of the besieged City. 
 
In the past few days, Syrian Regime forces have launched a massive air and land               
offensive against the densely populated City of Douma. As part of that offensive, the              
Regime forces have targeted hospitals and healthcare facilities in the City, causing            
enormous damage to these facilities. More importantly, the deliberate targeting of           
medical facilities has led to a substantial loss of life as well as serious injuries amongst                
medical and healthcare staff, and civilians using the medical facilities. 
  
The Syrian British Medical Society condemns in the strongest possible terms the massive             
escalation of indiscriminate bombardment against the civilian population of the city of            
Douma. In particular, we most emphatically condemn the deliberate targeting of medical            
facilities and medical personnel in this atrocious and abhorrent  manner. 
 
We take this opportunity to respectfully urge Her Majesty’s Government, the           
international community, and the international medical relief organizations, to         
demonstrate, in all possible means, their unequivocal condemnation for the ongoing           
indiscriminate bombardment of civilian populations, the deliberate targeting of medical          
facilities, and the harassment, intimidation, and murder of medical teams working on the             
ground to help the injured. 
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Editors’ Notes: 
The Syrian British Medical Society was established in 2007, as a forum for healthcare professionals of Syrian                 
descent working in the UK. It is a non-profit, non-political organization that aims at promoting the highest                 
professional and ethical standards amongst British-Syrian Healthcare Professionals, and the creation and            
promotion of academic and professional links with the Healthcare Profession in Syria and related              
organizations worldwide. 


