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Message from the President 
March, 2015 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
It has been a while since I wrote to you.  Please accept my sincere apologies. 
 
Although I have not had the opportunity to update you on the Council’s activities, I assure                
you, we have not been sitting idle! All the Council Officers have been working hard for                
the Society and its Members. 
 
The Joint Medical Committee has been meeting regularly, and its Members have been             
making vital decisions affecting the delivery of medical aid and health care to the various               
areas within Syria. As well as planning projects and approving proposals, the Committee             
has been responding to various demands for urgent help and support, from teams on the               
ground.  
 
On 10th January, we had a delightful evening in London. Many of you, with your               
families, enjoyed the lovely atmosphere and the delicious food at Abu Zaad Restaurant in              
Ealing. Dr Abdullah Mawas, our Social & Public Affairs Officer, who led the organisation              
of the event, was ably assisted by Nizar and Hassan, whose efforts and hard work were                
gratefully appreciated. We also had some invaluable help from a number of Members,             
whose hard work and enthusiasm have undoubtedly helped make the event the great             
success that it was. Nevertheless, the ones who really deserve the “Big Thank-You” are              
those of you who made the effort to join us on the day! Your presence was truly                 
appreciated, and we are hoping to organise more events across the UK very soon. 
 
The Council Officers continue to work very hard to promote the Society and its activities,               
and to raise its profile at every forum. In December 2014, Dr Abdulazim Saffaf, Dr               
Abdullah Mawas, and Dr Hassan Dibs Wazait represented the Society at the foundation             
meeting of the Union of Expatriate Arab Healthcare Societies. Dr Saffaf gave a talk              
highlighting the work of the SBMS, and that was extremely well received. So much so,               
and in clear recognition of the importance of the SBMS input, the newly established              
Union have tasked the SBMS team with helping in the planning of its forthcoming              
international launch conference. The main theme is going to be the healthcare crisis in              
Syria, proposing the model of our work as a standard to be followed.  
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At the end of January 2015, I had the privilege of representing the Society as a panelist at                  
a meeting at the House of Commons, talking about the healthcare crisis in our beloved               
Syria and what can be done to help our comrades who are sacrificing everything to keep                
some form of healthcare going in Syria.  
 
And in February, Dr Abdullah Mawas gave a talk at the University of Essex, also               
highlighting the plight of the Syrian people and Syrian healthcare staff in the current              
crisis.  
 
In early January, 2015, our Representatives to UOSSM (Union of Syrian Medical Relief             
Organisations) have attended the UOSSM Board Meeting in Paris. This important event            
involved meetings with representatives from the French Foreign Ministry, and from the            
international medical charity Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), to discuss how further           
help and protection can be provided to healthcare workers and medical facilities inside             
Syria. 
 
And that brings me nicely to the forthcoming UOSSM Meeting in Gaziantep, Turkey from              
the 8th to the 11th of April. Please do your best to attend and support the efforts of this                   
magnificent organisation. 

 
Once again, I would like to reiterate: The SBMS is your Society. It grows with your                    
involvement, and flourishes with your effort. We need your input, your ideas, and your                           
contributions.  
 
Please feel free to send us your views and suggestions, using the e-mail info@sb‑ms.org.              
We look forward to your comments and participation. 
 
Best wishes and kindest regards 

 
 

Ayman S Jundi, MD MSc FRCS DipIMC FCEM 
SBMS President 
 
12th March 2015 
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