
 

21st May 2015 

Dear SBMS Members, 

So much has happened since the last “Message from the President” in March 
this year.  We would like to update you on recent activities of your Society. 

1. As you know, we submitted two poster abstracts for the BMA poster 
competition, under the theme "Doctors as Volunteers", one giving an overview 
of all the SBMS healthcare projects in Syria, and the other focusing on the 
Ophthalmology Service that was set up under the auspices of the SBMS in 
Northern Syria. We are delighted that both abstracts have been accepted. 

The acceptance of these two submissions is an important recognition of the 
magnificent voluntary work that the SBMS and its Members have been 
undertaking. We have just completed the process of designing the posters, and 
we will have submitted them by Friday, 22nd May. The posters will be presented 
at the BMA Annual Representatives Meeting in Liverpool in June 2015, and 
will be a worthy celebration of the fantastic work that you, the SBMS Members, 
are doing in support of our beloved Syria and her suffering people. We will, of 
course, keep you posted.  

2.   The Society has launched several successful campaigns among its 
members in the last few months in support of a number of field hospitals inside 
Syria. The latest campaign was during April to support hospitals in Dera’a, 
Idleb and “Reef” Hama. During that campaign, which was launched through our 
Members’ Slack Group, you have donated £12,400 over a 3-week period. In 
addition, in the past few months, you have donated over US$40,000 to our 
campaigns to support hospitals back home, and over US$5,600 for Dr. Majed 
Berry’s family.  

3. While your generosity has helped raise a handsome sum, it must be 
stressed that substantially larger amounts have been spent on medical relief 
projects through the Joint Medical Committee that we have established with 
Syria Relief. The Joint medical Committee of SBMS and Syria Relief holds 



regular meetings to discuss the medical projects that are run by the two bodies, 
and we continue to approach other Syrian charitable organizations in UK to join 
this Committee and work with the SBMS to coordinate all medical relief 
activities. 

4.     The Annual Conference of the UOSSM (Union of Syrian Medical Relief 
Organizations) in Turkey last months was attended by a number of influential 
international personalities.  The SBMS Members featured strongly amongst the 
delegates, and included Dr. Ghanem Tayara, UOSSM Chairman, Dr. Nizar 
Hammodeh, UOSSM Hospital Committee Chairman, and Dr. Redwan El-
Khayat, Head of the National Mental Health Council. A summary of the 
conference activities was sent to all members in a previous email.   

UOSSM is growing ever bigger and stronger, which is clearly good news. We 
hope this will be reflected by offering more medical help to our people in need. 
The SBMS is proud to be part of this organization, which has become a beacon 
for others to follow. 

5.     The various Committees of UOSSM hold regular meetings, and many of 
our Members are active participants to those Committees. Dr. Abdullah Mawas 
and Dr. Samer Alchaghouri sit on the Primary Healthcare Committee, while Dr 
Nizar Hammodeh chairs the Hospital Committee and Dr Ammar Darwish is a 
Member of that Committee.  

6.  Some SBMS members have taken the initiative and started giving 
lectures on Skype to doctors inside Syria on different topics (Gynaecology, 
Paediatrics etc). We urge all members to let us know if they would like to 
participate.  

7.     The number of SBMS members has increased since last AGM. We are 
very pleased that three medical students of Syrian origin have joined the 
Society. We urge you all to encourage all Syrian Doctors, Dentists, Pharmacists, 
Allied Health Care Professionals or Medical Students to join the Society.  

     8.   The Slack group has become increasingly active as more and more 
members are using it. Please feel free to use it for anything you feel is 
appropriate to SBMS members or the Syrian community at large in UK. Please 
make sure you activate the “notifications” on your mobile or PC to keep 
yourself updated. Please do not hesitate to contact Sarah, our Volunteer 
Secretary, if you have any queries.  

 9.     We are in the process of updating the society website to give a real image 
of the SBMS. Some progress has already been made but the process does take 



time. We are hoping that the website will have a facility to donate directly to 
medical appeals and projects through registered charities that work closely with 
SBMS, such as Syria Relief, and we hope that other charitable organizations 
will soon join this innovative and ground-breaking work.  

9. We would like to remind you of our upcoming events: 

 *Saturday 23rd May:  The annual conference of Syria Relief in 
Manchester. There will be a strong theme to the event. Some of our SBMS 
projects will be presented in the conferences that will attended by some “big” 
potential donors as well others public figures including Mr. David Nott and The 
Lord Mayor of Manchester. We are hoping to get support for the SBMS 
projects https://www.syriarelief.org.uk/events/syria-4-years-on  

 *Saturday 6th June: Charity Gala Dinner in London Marriott Reagent 
Park Hotel. Donations raised from the evening will go to The David Nott 
Medical Fund that helps SBMS projects. For booking information or to make a 
donation, please go 
to: https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/summerballsyriarelief  

 *Saturday 13th June: SBMS family dinner in Oxford organised by                     

Dr. Ammar Khair Allah and Dr. Abdullah Mawas. You will receive details for 

this event shortly. 

***** 

We are continually grateful to all our members for your support and input and 

urge you to remember this is your Society to drive forward as we strive towards 

the greater good. 

The SBMS Council   

 

 



 

 

 


